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The Reader is the quarterly 
newsletter of People, Words & 
Change. We welcome stories and 
articles by our learners. 
 
People, Words & Change 
Heartwood House 
202-404 McArthur Ave. 
Ottawa, ON  K1K 1G8 
Tel: 613-234-2494 
info@pwc-ottawa.ca 
www.pwc-ottawa.ca 
 
Bus #14 stops in front of the building. 
There is also street parking. 
 
Feedback on the manner in which 
PWC provides its services to people 
with disabilities, and any other 
services, is encouraged and 
appreciated. 

Please note that PWC will be closed from Friday, December 20, 2024 to Friday, 

January 3, 2024.  PWC will re-open on Monday, January 6, 2025. 

We would like to thank all the volunteer board members and tutors for your time and 

hard work over this past year. We also want to thank all of our learners. You continue 

to grow in your skills through your dedication to learning! 

PWC wishes you and yours a restful holiday season and a wonderful new year 

ahead! 

Dee, Karen and Shaniece 

mailto:info@pwc-ottawa.ca
http://www.pwc-ottawa.ca/
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Calligraphy Fundraiser 

On November 23, 2024 PWC hosted a seasonal fundraising event – Calligraphy for the 

Holidays. Local artist and art instructor Laurie Hemmings donated her time, skills, and supplies 

to help raise funds for PWC and teach us some basic calligraphy techniques just in time for 

the holidays. Thank you, Laurie! 

The event was a success with 27 participants! Here is a little bit of what we learned. 

Christmas Cheer Breakfast 

For a second year, PWC attended the Christmas Cheer Breakfast and is a recipient of the 

Christmas Cheer Foundation Grant that helps to fight food insecurity in Ottawa during the 

holiday season. What a great event! Thank you! 
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THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THE “NOW I CAN” SECTIONS ARE THOSE OF INDIVIDUAL LEARNERS. THEIR 

WRITING IS A DEMONSTRATION OF THE PROGRESS THEY HAVE MADE. PWC DOES NOT ENDORSE ANY 

OF THE VIEWS THAT MAY BE EXPRESSED. 

Power of Words Breakfast Speech – K.M. 

September 6, 2024 

Good morning, my name is K.M. 

 
Learning English has been an important part of my life. Improving my 
English is essential for me to run my family business when my husband 
retires. For so many years I didn’t have a chance to learn English.  

 

PWC is a very helpful program because it helped develop my grammar and 
vocabulary. My sessions help me learn more words and understand how to 
use them. I enjoy them because I am able to continue with my daily life 
along with learning English. These sessions are once a week but, I feel like 
they are 4 times a week because of how much I have learned.  

 

My tutor gives me a list of new words every week. We read stories, and this 
helps me learn how to use those words. Sometimes we play games to 
remember the words better and this is how my vocabulary started to get 
better.  

 

I hope this program continues because it has a positive impact on so many 
parents with little time who wish to improve their English. Thank you for 
listening. 
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  Uber Eats 

 
-Miriam 

 

 

 

Pierre-Jacques 
 

Pierre-Jacques has been working with his tutor since last December on improving 
his writing skills so that he can find a job in his field of Agronomy. He has been 
applying to various positions in the government and with NGO’s and has gotten a 
few interviews. He just recently took the Federal Public Service English exams in 
reading, writing and oral communication and did well! Congrats Pierre-Jacques, 
and we wish you continued success in the job search. 
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Technology as a Tool for Global Empowerment 

Nowadays, the world is rapidly advancing toward greater connectivity, driven by 

technological innovations. This has transformed various facets of life, such as livelihoods, 

economic systems, and social dynamics. Information and knowledge are now more 

accessible, products no longer have boundaries, and some individuals and nations have 

achieved substantial wealth and prosperity. However, impoverished countries have yet to 

be able to develop and take full advantage of technology. 

By utilizing automation and digital technologies, the functioning of individuals, businesses, 

industries, education, healthcare, agriculture and government has been completely 

transformed. For example, online learning platforms, mobile banking, and healthcare 

services have simplified access for individuals. Daily activities have become more 

convenient with the help of e-commerce and digital payment systems. Technology has 

reshaped farming practices in agriculture, increasing productivity, sustainability and 

efficiency. This has been possible because nations have invested in infrastructure, 

education and focused on effective governance. 

Nevertheless, due to the lack of technology, developing countries are confronted with 

intensifying problems such as food insecurity, low productivity and less efficient healthcare 

and agricultural systems. Consequently, many people have seen their living conditions 

continually worsen. Finally, in the absence of e-governance, governments struggle to 

provide quality public services, security, transparency and to combat corruption. 

Why not leverage technology and artificial intelligence to address those challenges? We 

must acknowledge that the world has become an interconnected global community. We 

must unite, support one another and collaborate to create a better future and address 

issues collectively. We should assist poor nations by helping them leverage technology for 

empowerment and sustainable development. 

-Pierre Jacques 
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“Out of the Cold” Free Meals, Snacks and Drop-Ins 

Continued on next page… 
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Continued on next page… 
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Continued on next page… 
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Answers are on the back page. 
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Creating a Winter Poem 

 1. Read each line and the 3 phrases beside them. 

 2. Choose one of the phrases to complete the line. 

3. At the end, you have written a winter poem!  

4. For a more challenging activity, come up with your own original words or phrases to complete 
     the lines, or create a whole new poem. 

5. Consider submitting your sentences or story to our next edition of The Reader. 
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Answers are on the back page. 
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Idioms are phrases with meanings other than the literal interpretation of their individual words. Listen for 

idioms when others speak and practice using them yourself. However, limit their use in formal writing or 

speaking.  
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Why did the husband pour warm water on his computer? 

He had asked his wife what to do if windows froze.  

 


